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JBut it is clear that this non-violence is not the non-
violence of the weak. It does not give one the joy of jail-
going. One can have that joy and also cover thereby the
ill-will one harbours in his breast against the government.
One can also non-co-operate with the government. But
where swords, knives, lathis and stones are freely used,
what is a man to do single-handed? Is it possible for one to
receive these deadly blows with ill-will in one's heart?
It is clear that it is impossible to do so, unless one is saturated
with charity. It is only he who feels one with his opponent
that can receive his blows as though they were so many
flowers. Even one such man, if God favours him, can do
the work of a thousand. It requires soul force—moral
courage—of the highest type.
The man or woman who can display this non-violence
of the brave can easily stand against external invasion.
This is the third field for the exercise of non-violence.
The Congress Working Committee were of opinion that,
while it might be possible for us to exercise Ahimsa in internal
disturbances, India has not the strength to exercise Ahimsa
against the invasion of a foreign foe. This their want of
faith has distressed me. I do not believe that the unarmed
millions of India cannot exercise Ahimsa'with success in
this wide field. It is for Congressmen to reassure the Sardar,
whose faith in Ahimsa of the strong has for the moment
been shaken, that Ahimsa is the only weapon that can suit
India in the fields mentioned. Let no one ask, "But what
about the martial races in India?" For me that is all the
more reason why Congressmen should train themselves
to defend their country with a non-violent army. This is an
entirely new experiment. But who, save the Congress, is
to try it—the Congress which has tried it successfully in
one field? It is my unshakable faith that, if we have a
sufficient number of non-violent soldiers, we are sure to
succeed even in this new field, apart from the saving of
the needless waste of crores of rupees.
I am therefore hoping that all Gujarati Congressites—
men and women—will declare their adherence to" Ahimsa
and reassure the Sardar that they will never resort to
violence. Even if there is sure hope of success in the exercise

